
March 3, 2021 
 
 
Joni Wilm 
AMATS Senior Planner 
Municipality of Anchorage Planning Department 
4700 Elmore Road, Anchorage AK 99507 
By Electronic Mail: ​joni.wilm@anchorageak.gov  
 
 
Re: AMATS Non-Motorized Plan comments – Spenard Community Council 
 
 
Dear Joni Wilm, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the “AMATS Non-Motorized Plan Draft” 
(NMP), dated January 2021. These comments are submitted on behalf of the Spenard 
Community Council (SCC).  
 
Since 2017, SCC residents have participated in the planning process. Our comments within this 
document are written with the intention of aligning the NMP with the Spenard Corridor Plan 
(SCP), finalized in 2020. The SCP is unique for Anchorage in having transit-oriented 
development, active transportation, and neighborhood identities as central and necessary 
components of the document. We feel these components are essential in guiding our 
community for years to come around pedestrian, bicyclist, and trail access and infrastructure 
identified within the NMP.  
 
There are a number of projects the Spenard Community Council is pleased to see within or near 
our council area, including bicycle network improvements on:  

● A separated bikeway on Frontage Road 
● An enhanced shared roadway along 40th Ave. and 27th Ave. 
● A separated bikeway on Fireweed Lane, an enhanced shared roadway along Cope St, 

Harrison St. and Cambridge Way 
● an enhanced bikeway along Hillcrest 
● Enhanced shared roadway on Chugach Way 
● Separated bikeway along Minnesota Drive 

 
The proposed pedestrian network within the Spenard Community Council include:  

● Spenard Road 
● Minnesota Drive 
● Benson Boulevard and Northern Lights Boulevard couplet 
● Arctic Avenue 
● Tudor Road 

 

mailto:joni.wilm@anchorageak.gov


We offer the following comments in an effort to continue to align the document with our 
resident’s vision for our own neighborhoods. In considering our comments, we convened a 
work group to discuss a number of our community assets and how we can safely access them 
on foot, bike, or bus. An example of a roadway we considered when thinking about pedestrian 
safety is Minnesota Drive. It acts as a “wall” splitting our community with high speed traffic and 
few signalized crossings. Recently, a pedestrian was killed by a vehicle while crossing 35th 
Avenue along Minnesota Drive, and we kept that person, and so many others, in mind while 
identifying the opportunities here to put people first in this plan, rather than vehicles.  
 
We are thankful for the opportunity to help make this planning document even better. Please 
contact us for clarifications or questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lindsey Hajduk 
President 
Spenard Community Council 
907-360-3320 
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