
 
Huffman-O'Malley Community Council

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 18,  2011          

 
1. The meeting was called to order by President Pete Nolan at 7 pm.
 
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Joan Eastlack
 
3. The President welcomed everyone, and Steering Committee members present 
introduced themselves, including Matt Burkholder, Treasurer; Wayne Crayton; Joan Eastlack; 
Christine Monette, Vice President;  Katie Nolan, Secretary;  Brian Partch; Paul Rasmussen; 
Mark Schroeder; and  Tim Stevens.  Absent but excused: Melissa Schmiedt.
 
4. Consent Agenda Items

a. The Minutes of July 2011 were amended and approved.
b. Treasurer’s report was given Matt Burkholder.  Account balance of $909.14 

includes checks ($25 donation to Parks Foundation for Huffman Park; $90 repayment to 
Monette for printing costs.)

 
5. Presentations

a. Assembly Member Jennifer Johnston gave a report.  She was one of the majority 
that decided to accept the ASD funding in full, but promised that she would not support the 
additional funding in the future.  The Mayor’s Educational Summit planning is going well, with 
the aim of making the School District the best in the world.

b. Senator Cathy Giessel’s aide Lindsay Williams was present to listen to the 
concerns of the area and to the guest speaker.

c. Jeff Coleman of AWWU gave an update on the Elmore reservoir.  Construction is 
only about a week behind proposed schedule.  Concrete is now in 7-day cure.  The roof will go 
on in about 3 weeks.  Wire winding will be on the 29th, which will require a 100’ safety zone.  
They hope to backfill before winter.

d. AFD Crew under Captain McSorley appeared to give an update.  There are now 
30 probies on the department, and hope for an additional 12 to 15 next year, which will almost 
eliminate overtime issues.  They are dealing with the Huffman Road construction.  Station 7 is 
getting a new voter-approved ambulance, which will help relieve pressure on Hillside.  Station 9 
site selection is ongoing.  They are hoping to improve response times on Hillside.

e. Dan Coffey was the featured speaker, giving an update on the Title 21 “S” 
version.  This Title deals with everything about how property owners can use their land, and is 
critically important financially, as increased regulations increase housing and business costs.  
Title 21 answers “how”.  

Coffey is recommending that the government not mandate density, but instead allows 
the market to determine.  The free market is better at addressing needs and wants of residents.  
As an example, Coffey cited the proposal in the provisionally adopted T21 that places a height 
limit on midtown instead of allowing need to determine.  Another example of the provisional 
Code allows the Planning Director to initiate rezones instead of the property owner.  This would 
enable the government to rezone an area no matter what the property owners wanted.



Coffey stated that, as he read the provisionally adopted document in its entirety, he 
realized it was a radical change, would be very costly to property owners and potential owners, 
and placed impossible demands in a city that is almost fully built out.  Land in the Anchorage 
Bowl is already used or un-developeable, or has problematic building conditions that need to be 
addressed by individual developers.  

T21 needs to focus on redevelopment and infill, not punishing existing property owners. 
 “Grandfathering” or creating non-conformities creates a situation where a property owners 
cannot rebuild, sell, or improve their properties.

Design criteria is of concern to builders and developers, and is demanded by the 2020 
Comprehensive Plan.  Coffey advises having design criteria that allows a menu of choices 
appropriate to our northern climate and lack of sun.  He stated that most of his proposed 
solutions are common sense to meet the market.  Lot size and coverage will remain unchanged 
under his recommendations.

The “S” version of T21 is now with the Department of Law.  It will go to the Planning & 
Zoning Commission after Oct 14 and will have a series of Public Hearings.  From there, 
recommendations will be forwarded to the Assembly for another series of Public Hearings.  
Anyone wishing to comment will have ample time.

It is up to the Mayor to determine the release of the “S” version, but the public will be 
given adequate time to study the forwarded revision.
                 
6. Continuing Business

a. Huffman & Elmore intersection safety was discussed.  Rasmussen suggested a 
solution he had recently seen in Hawaii, where road lines “squiggle” as they reach a problem 
intersection.  The Secretary will forward this idea to DOT.

b. The Greenbelt encroachment was discussed.  John Rodda, Parks & Rec 
Director, has given this situation to staff.  Staff’s Tom Korosei states that the situation is being 
resolved.  The property owners are still mowing the grass they have planted.  Potential solutions 
include involving the media, as it appears the Muni does not have a problem with individuals 
appropriating public property for their private use.  Assembly Member Jennifer Johnston has 
agreed to see if she can make progress with the Muni.

c. The Huffman Park cleanup was a success, and included students from South 
High and area residents.  Megan Holliday reports that they had enough volunteer hours from 
this event to fulfill their obligation for the year.

 
7. Reports

a. Wayne Westburg reported that HALO, Inc is working on the HDP Implementation 
Committee.  Their next goal will be to work towards a Hillside service area.

c. Hillside District Plan - John Weddleton reported on the ongoing fundraising 
efforts for the Water Well Protection Program recommended by the HDP.  HALO is hoping to 
completely fund this effort through private donations.  Anyone wishing to participate can write a 
check to HALO, Box 110096, Anch 99511-0096.  On the ‘memo’ line, write ‘water well quality 
report’.

d. South Anchorage High Neighborhood Liaison Committee - Monette reported that 
efforts to re-vegetate the buffer areas are making progress.  100 evergreen trees will be planted 
in the first 40’ buffer in the next few weeks.  The contractor will give a 2 year guarantee.  
Meanwhile, AWWU has agreed to let their 40’ buffer return to natural condition.  K. Nolan 
reported on the progress made towards the Anchorage School Board Policy Committee’s efforts 



to address changes to site plans and mandate a true public process.  Suggested language 
agreed upon in a series of meetings will go to the School Board in September.  Policy 
amendments require a first and a second reading.  It is hoped that this policy will ensure no one 
will ever again be subjected to what HOCC has experienced, as the creation of policy will 
mandate that a process must be followed.  It was noted that there are several objectors, 
including Representative Craig Johnson’s aide, who does not want a public process for State-
funded projects and feels the School Board is overstepping their bounds.  SAHS Booster 
representatives once again objected to HOCC’s ‘NIMBY’ presence, and wished we had better 
ways to spend our time.

 
 
8. President’s Report

a. Incoming Correspondence:
1. S 11649-3  - Second 18-month extension for a preliminary plat on 

Staysail (off DeArmoun)
2. Case 2011-104 - Public Hearing on Title 21, Monday, October 3 (this date 

is being postponed to Oct 14)
3. RCA filing (Municipal Light & Power going to electronic bill notifications)

 
b. Outgoing Correspondence

1. John Rodda, Parks & Rec, re: encroachment update.
 

c. Title 21 Subcommittee:  The President is creating a Title 21 Subcommittee.  This 
group will study both the provisionally adopted T21 and the proposed “S” version, focusing on 
needs of our area and the adopted Hillside District Plan, and will forward recommendations to 
the HOCC.  This will serve as the HOCC response during the Public Hearing portion of the 
process.  This Subcommittee will be chaired by K. Nolan; other members will be Katherine 
Hicks, John Weddleton and Paul Rasmussen.
 

d. September meeting guest speaker Brenda Hewitt, State DOT, regarding 
Huffman Road.
 
9. Open Forum
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Katie Nolan, Secretary
 
Action Needed:
T 21 Subcommittee
Forward park encroachment to Jennifer Johnston (completed 8-20)
 


