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UACC Minutes 
University Area Community Council (UACC) 

February 5, 2014 
 

1. Opening:  Jacob Gondek called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.  Jacob next had people in the room 
introduce themselves. Seventeen people signed the meeting sign in sheet and attended part or all part 
of the meeting. 
  
2. Approval of minutes:  The first order of business was to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2014 
meeting.  Vice President Al Mispaugh provided several corrections for the minutes.  These were 
incorporated into the minutes.  The minutes, as corrected, were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
3. Agenda:  A motion was made and seconded to add three items to the agenda under Part 5. Business  
C. Resolutions.  The three resolutions pertain to:  a. UACC Boundary change; b. Bragaw traffic analysis, 
and the c. UMED District Plan.    The amended agenda was approved unanimously. 
 
4. Informational Reports 
 A. Reports from Public Servants  

a. Pete Petersen 
 Gave a short presentation on his running for State House. 

 
b. Paul Honeman (Kristi Cada Brown ) 

 Looking a MED Plan 
 Working with the Public Safety Committee.  It’s held the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month in the Public Conference Room at Loussac Library.  Can go on 
line to get the current agenda.  

 
c. Bill Wielechowski- provided information on these several topics:  

 With Berta Gardner and Andy Josephson proposing to turn back the $20 
million for the Northern Access Road extension. 

 Bill reported on a bill that would put a constitutional amendment before 
the electorate that would allow public funds to be used to support 
private schools.  Passed out of the judiciary committee, and will be on 
the floor next week.  Will need 14 votes to pass. Said its close. 

 Discussed the proposal for the State buying into an equity share (25% @ 
~$12 M) of the Natural Gas pipeline.  He said that he supports a gas 
pipeline in concept, but he is leery of the financial aspect of the equity 
share proposal.  Mentioned that it is one of the most complex pieces of 
legislation that he has ever seen. 

 Discussed the State budget deficits. Mentioned that this is not a year for 
big capital projects with the looming future deficits. 
 

d. Max Gruenberg- Max reported on several items he has been involved in:  
 Sits on the House Judiciary committee.  They will be discussing bills that 

would stop natural resource projects from having to put forward a bond; 
strengthen the penalties for assaulting a correction s officer; and set the 
limitations on the use of drone aircraft.   
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 He sits of the military and veterans affair committee and they will be 
discussing whether military personnel would be required to obtain an 
Alaskan Driver’s License.   

 He also sits on the Education Committee.  He discussed the potential 
repeal of the State exit exam.  Also mentioned that would be a hearing 
January 10th on public funding of private schools. 

 Reported that minority House leader Beth Kertulla resigned.  Juneau 
Democrats have submitted three names to the Governor.  Gov Parnell has 
ten days to approve one and pass on to the House Democrats to confirm 
the appointment.  

 Max mentioned that there may be a proposal from UAA to fund the 
operating cost of the new Sports Center.  Seems that the University has 
money to construct the facility, but no money to run the place. 

 
 B. Community Council Reports 

1. Al Mispaugh - Safety Committee 
a. Al reported on the Emergency Management Office Flyer.  The following was 

extracted from the flyer.   
a. Make a Kit lasing 5 to 7 days.  Food, water, batteries and all 

essentials.  Don’t forget your pets. 
b. Have a Plan – Have an emergency contact number and outside 

gathering point for each family member.  Understand your work 
and child’s school procedures. 

c. Be informed – have communication services, a portable radio, ham 
radio.  Have a copy of your insurance and other important 
documents.  Know what agencies to contact to restore services. 

d. Get involved – know your neighbors, get trained as an emergency 
responder.  Know CPR and basic first aid.  Volunteer within your 
community. 

e. The lights went out.  Al had the light turned off to illustrate how 
being prepared and having a plan (such as having a flashlight in 
one’s possession) is the first step in being responding to 
emergencies.. 

 
 C.  FCC Representative – Al Mispaugh reported on the results of the FCC meeting 

a. The Loussac Library Entrance Renovation should be a ballot issue and in the 
upcoming election for a bond request of $2.5 million. 

b. Al Mispaugh has the FCC Profit and Loss Budget statements for review. 
c. The FCC is asking for suggestions to help increase membership at 

Community Councils.  Let Al know if you have any. 
d. The FCC minutes are always available for viewing on the FCC website. 
  

5. Business 
A. CIP Priority List 
 A discussion of the 42nd Street roadway improvements was held.  Presently there are 
$530 K transportation study funds in the 2015 budget.  Discussion that an additional $1 Million 
would be needed to do an adequate job.  Barbara Garner noted that these funds were 
previously available, but may have been used for the 40th Avenue funding.  The UACC agreed 
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that the East 42nd Avenue facility planning studies should be passed on to the legislative affairs 
office as a priority for the Council area. 
 
B. UACC Picnic 
 The Picnic would be held on June 4th.  The Council needs to form a Planning Sub- 
Committee.  Those interested on being a sub-committee member should email Jacob.  A flyer 
needs to be developed so it can be mailed to all persons residing with the UACC boundaries.   
There seemed to be no volunteers for the subcommittee at present, so the matter was tabled 
and will be discussed at the next executive board meeting and brought back to the Council. 
 
C. Resolutions  

1. Al Mispaugh presented a potential resolution (Attachment 2) that recognizes Boniface 
Drive would be the eastern boundary of our Community Council.   The current Council area east 
of Boniface would be ceded to the Scenic Hills Community Council.   The Scenic Hills Community 
Council is currently opposed to having the area incorporated into their council boundaries.  
There was discussion that that our University Area Community Council is currently bias toward 
institutional entities.   The area has about 60% institutional area compared to about 40% 
residential.  There was discussion that dropping this area from the UACC would further tilt 
toward the institutional bias.   There was some support of the proposal, where a smaller more 
unified council might talk in a more cohesive manner.  It was noted that some kids that live east 
of Boniface attend College Gate Elementary.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
resolution.  There was 1 vote for approval, 14 votes against, and 1 abstention.  The resolution 
was not approved.  
 

2.  Bragaw Street Financial Cost Analysis   The resolution (Attachment 3) requesting a 
comprehensive independent study of the impact of the Northern Access Road project on the 
traffic patterns and safety on Bragaw Street north of Northern Lights was passed around and 
discussed.  The resolution also requested that a financial cost analysis be included that 
addressed the mitigation required to address the potential vehicle congestion and attendant 
safety concerns within the corridor on Bragaw Street from  the Bragaw and Northern Light 
intersection to the Glenn Highway.  Discussion of the resolution focused primarily on the last 
paragraph of the resolution.  Discussion centered on who would commission the study, how 
much such study might cost, what should be included in the financial cost analysis, who should 
pay for any and all the mitigations required.   Discussion also centered on the requirement that 
the study investigators could not have an affiliation with Dowl to guarantee independence of 
the results of the study.  A motion was made to approve the resolution as modified was made 
and seconded.  The resolution was approved as amended with the vote for approval was:  13 
for;  0 against;  and 0 abstentions.   

 
3. UACC Draft comments to the UMED District Plan - The resolution (Attachment 4) 

acknowledging that MOA is in the process of updated the UMED Plan and the UACC is providing 
specific comments to the Plans Vision Statements which it wished that MOA incorporate into 
the Plan.   The comments focused primarily on the need to incorporate the needs of residents of 
the area into the plan, and that UMED organizations should take steps in being good neighbors.  
The resolution also requests that the UMED Plan should include a new study to assess the 
potential of future on-line education processes to diminish the need for additional brick and 
mortar educational facilities, roads, and parking lots.   The resolution was also amended to 
include University Lake in the Vision Statement 5.    A motion was made to approve the 
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resolution, as modified, was made and seconded.  The resolution was approved as amended 
with the vote for approval was:  11 for;  0 against;  and 1 abstention.    

 
   
E. Next Meeting- The next meeting will be held on March 5th at 7 PM at the Baptist Church. 

 
6. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at approximately 9:00 PM. 
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Attachment 1 
 

Elvi Grey-Jackson 
University Community Council – Assembly Report 

February 5, 2014 
 

 At the January 14
th

 meeting, the Assembly approved the Title 28, Elections Code rewrite after 
several amendments based on input from the public.  A copy can be found on line at 
www.muni.org. 
 

 On Tuesday, January 28
th

 the Assembly approved, with a vote of six to five, holding the 
referendum on AO 37 with the State election in November 2014.  The ordinance also states that if 
an agreement on running the election can’t be reached with the State no later than July 7th; the 
election will be held at the regular election on April 7, 2015.  A copy of the ordinance can be found 
on line at www.muni.org. 

 

 Assemblymembers Gray-Jackson, Traini, and Steele introduced an ordinance to require a vote of 
the people in order to change the election date.  The Public hearing was held on January 14

th
 and 

the ordinance was postponed indefinitely due to clear lack of support. 
 

 Mr. Traini, Mr. Steele, and Chair Hall introduced an ordinance that would require two-thirds 
majority vote to change the date of regular municipal elections.  The Public Hearing was opened 
at the January 28

th
 meeting and continued to the March 25

th
 meeting. 

 

 Mr. Birch, Mr. Starr, and Ms. Demboski introduced an ordinance to move the April election to 
November effective in 2017.  The Public hearing will be held at the February 11

th
 meeting. 

 

 Rules Committee met and determined which recommendations from the Citizens’ Task Force on 
Public Hearings could be codified and which would be implemented through policy.  The 
Assembly’s attorney has drafted a Code change that was introduced at the January 14

th
 meeting 

and the public hearing was opened at the January 28
th

 meeting and continued to the meeting of 
February 11th.   There is a substitute version that will be reviewed by Rules Committee and the 
Task Force on Thursday, February 6

th
 at 2:00 p.m. The public hearing will be continued at the 

February 11
th

 meeting. 
 

 Mr. Traini, Gray-Jackson, and Honeman introduced an ordinance to prohibit acceptance of 
lobbyist fundraising when the lobbyists are registered for municipal work and the candidates are 
Municipal elected officials or employees.  The ordinance will be heard by the Ethics and Elections 
Committee prior to the Public Hearing. 

 

 Ms. Demboski introduced an ordinance to allow for disclosure and appropriate adjustment of 
travel reimbursement for municipal employees and elected officials engaging in candidate 
fundraising while on paid travel status for the Municipality. The ordinance will be heard by the 
Ethics and Elections Committee prior to the Public Hearing. 

 

 Several bond proposition ordinances were approved at the January 28
th

 Assembly meeting. 
 

o Public Safety Facilities and Police Service Area Capital Improvements - $650,000 
o Anchorage Fire Service Area  Capital Improvements - $1,950,000 
o Park and Trail Improvements - $2,550,000 
o Areawide Facility Improvements - $5,550.000 
o Safety and Public Transportation - $1,793,000 

http://www.muni.org/
http://www.muni.org/
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o Roads, Storm Drainage, and Related Capital Improvements - $20,200,000 
 

 
Next Meeting – February 11th 
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Attachment 2 
Draft 1/25/14 A.M. 

UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RESOLUTION 

A Resolution of the University Area Community Council (UACC) recognizes Boniface as a more 
appropriate community council boundary line with Scenic Foothills Community Council (SFCC) instead 
of the existing Baxter boundary. 

 

  
WHEREAS the Anchorage Municipal Charter Art. VIII, Sec 8.01 establishes Community Councils as 
representatives for neighborhoods in planning and development; and 
 
 
WHEREAS the Anchorage Municipal Code Chap 2.40 establishes Community Council districts; and 
 
 
WHEREAS Community Councils are intended to reflect actual neighborhoods; and 
 
 
WHEREAS the exiting east/west boundary separating the UACC and the (SFCC) as established by the 
MOA is Baxter Road; and  
 
 
WHEREAS the UACC is in agreement to a boundary adjustment; and  
 
 
WHEREAS such boundary adjustment is requested to be establish as Boniface Road, a natural   
community separation boundary; and  
 
 
WHEREAS Boniface Road will be our new east/west separation boundary; and  
 
 
WHEREAS Boniface Road is a primary four (4) lane artery and a thoroughfare with significant more 
traffic; and 
 
 
WHEREAS Baxter Road is a two (2) lane thoroughfare with significantly less traffic; and  
 
 
WHEREAS at the UACC meetings there has been little to no representation from residents residing 
between Baxter Road and Boniface Road; and  
 
 
WHEREAS such modification requires the approval of the Community Development Department 
Planning Division/Long-Range Planning Section and the MOA Assembly;  
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NOW THEREFORE the UACC hereby resolves:  
 
 
THAT our boundary be adjusted to reflect a new boundary separating the UACC and SFCC east/west as 
Boniface Road and;  
 
 
THAT our new boundary be reflected in any future update to the MOA Long Range Planning.  
 
 
Resolution Vote: For:_____ Against:______ Abstain:______ 
 
 
This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council on this day of FEBRUARY 5, 
2014.  
 
 
_____________________________________ 
President, University Area Community Council          
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Attachment 3 

 

DRAFT 2/4/14 J.S.G. 

UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RESOLUTION 

A Resolution of the University Area Community Council (UACC) requesting an independent study 

of the traffic impact and a financial cost analysis on Bragaw Street and the Bragaw and Northern 

Lights intersection that would occur if a northern access road into the U-MED District is 

developed. 

 

 

WHEREAS, should a Northern Access Road Project into the U-Med district be developed, it would most 

likely extend Bragaw Street south at Northern Lights Blvd. through the UAA and APU lands to connect 

with Elmore Road.  

 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions (AMATS) Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP) states that “travel in the Glenn Hwy. corridor between Chugiak-Eagle River, 

Mat-Su Valley, and the Anchorage Bowl is projected to double over the next twenty years, as suburban 

development expands north of Anchorage and the traffic demand will exceed the capacity of the existing 

six-lane freeway by 1600 vehicles in the peak hour.” 

 

WHEREAS, DOWL HKM, Project Manager of the Northern Access Road study, indicates that 43% of 

the traffic entering the U-Med district is coming from the north and has stated that it is “inconvenient” to 

use Boniface and Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, which was designed to be the northern access route (using 

what criteria?).  

 

WHEREAS, according to the AMATS LRTP, the Bragaw Street and Northern Lights Blvd. intersection 

was over capacity as of 2002 (using what criteria?) 

 

WHEREAS, according to the AMATS LRTP, the Bragaw Street and DeBarr Road intersection was at 

capacity as of 2002 (using what criteria?) 

 

WHEREAS, students from the University Area need to cross Bragaw Street and Northern Lights to attend 

Russian Jack Elementary School and East High School and residents are concerned about their safety as 

traffic increases on Bragaw Street. Furthermore, additional concerns are the East High School foot and 

traffic congestion as well as significant air quality impacts.  

 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Native Cultural Charter School is located on Bragaw Street north of DeBarr Road 

and traffic increases on Bragaw Street will also similarly impact the health and safety of students 

attending that school.  

 

WHEREAS, pedestrian and recreational trails running parallel to the south side of Northern Lights will be 

significantly impacted and cannot be properly developed without substantial funding. 

 

WHEREAS, many residences and businesses must enter and exit directly onto Bragaw Street and are 

already heavily impacted by ever-increasing traffic.  

 

WHEREAS, the full financial, social, health, safety and environmental impacts of the Northern Access 

Road Project have not been thoroughly analyzed and cannot be thoroughly considered until after the U-

MED District Plan is fully developed. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the UACC requests an independent study be performed 

of the impact of the proposed Northern Access Road Project, and a comprehensive study of pedestrian 

mobility and safety, animal mobility and safety, school safety zones, air quality, health impacts, 

accelerated vehicular congestion and traffic access onto Bragaw Street between Northern Lights Blvd. 

and the Glenn Hwy. corridor be developed. The study and a safety mitigation plan must include a 

comprehensive financial cost analysis and the funding sources.  

 

Resolution Vote: For:_____ Against:______ Abstain:______ 

 

This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council on this day of FEBRUARY 5, 

2014.  

 

_____________________________________ 

President, University Area Community Council              
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Attachment 4 

 
Draft 2/4/14 P.R.S. 

 
UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RESOLUTION 

A Resolution of the University Area Community Council (UACC) acknowledging the Municipality of 
Anchorage (MOA) is in the process of updating the UMED District Plan and has provided a draft for 
comment dated 1/14/2014.  

 

 

Whereas, the residents of the University area will be substantially affected by the provisions of this plan 
and thus UACCour input is critical to the MOA, 
 
Whereas, the new plan is important to guide future development in the UMED area  
 
Whereas, the institutions within the UMED area must assure their own planning processes are 
consistent with the UMED plan to the maximum extent practicable in order to assure economically and 
environmentally sound development undertaken in away that maintains, and to the degree possible, 
enhances the existing natural environment that is enjoyed by local and city-wide residents, employees 
and students. 
 
Whereas, in many parts of the Vision statements and recommendations the effects on residents are 
inappropriately omitted while effects on institutional employees and students are addressed. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the UACC this community council requests that the MOA consider and 
adopt the below amendments* and add a new task to the update, as described below. 
 

 

Amendments to the UMED District Plan Vision Statements 
 
Vision Statement 1. SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONAL MISSIONS  
 
Add a phrase to sub-item 1. So it reads: Complete a UMED District Plan Update that supports the 
organizational missions of the thirteen UMED District Organizations and once the plan is put in final, the 
subsequent plans of the UMED organizations are to be consistent to the maximum extent practicable 
with the UMED District Plan.  
 
Add a second sentence to sub-item 3. to read: Provide and recommend successful examples of positive 
‘town/gown’ relationships from similar campuses and communities for use by the UMED organizations 
and the community. The UMED organizations should take all necessary steps in their planning, develop 
and operations to build and maintain positive relationships with the adjacent communities and the park 
users - in essence, to be good neighbors. 
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Vision Statement 2. QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
Re-word this vision statement to read: “Maintain and Improve the characteristics that make the plan 
area an enjoyable place to live, work and play - especially walkability, connection to nature and open 
space, recreation, and the sense of district identity.”  
 
[Rationale: This would support an initiative of the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation “to 
make Anchorage the number one city in America to Live. Work. Play. by 2025.”] 
 
Re-phrase sub-item 1.e.iv. to read: Encourage compatible uses/activities at Goose Lake and University 
Lake to promote its natural value and use/activity. 
 
Add a new sub-item 4. To read: Design and placement of new signage and lighting should not create 
light pollution in the residential neighborhoods and parks. Lights should be directed down and neon and 
blinking signs avoided. 
 
Vision Statement 3. QUALITY OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT  
 
Promote a built environment that is responsive to the natural setting and views, complements its 
neighbors, and is environmentally sustainable. 
 
Rephrase sub-item 5. and sub-item 5.a. to read: Consider the “back of house” functions and their 
appearance to adjacent neighborhood residents and passersby on surrounding streets and pathways.  
 a. Locate dumpsters, maintenance vehicles, loading docks, etc. so as not to impact residential 
and passerby views or visitor experience in the UMED District. 
 
[Rationale: Any new commercial or governmental facilities shall be designed to be in harmony with the 
environment regardless of the perspective from which the building is viewed. To date, most U-Med 
district buildings have been designed without regard to their appearance from the adjoining 
neighborhoods and parks, e.g., the Conoco Phillips Science Center sounds and looks like a factory when 
viewed from Goose Lake Park. Views of any such facilities from the adjacent neighborhoods and parks 
should be as unobtrusive as possible.  
 
Likewise, the undeveloped areas near adjacent to existing neighborhoods and Goose Lake Park and 
along Northern Lights Blvd. should be kept as natural as possible, making an aesthetically pleasing 
entrance to the U-med District. UAA labels these areas as “community interface” designated for parking, 
service facilities, and other support facilities. This is a shortsighted and ill-informed concept. The U-Med 
District Plan should indicate that such facilities should not be so placed because they would be intrusive 
and offensive to existing neighborhoods and to the users of the park areas. Furthermore, noise from 
such facilities would be disturbing to adjacent residents and the users and wildlife of the parks. Such 
facilities should be grouped together in already developed areas away from the periphery of campus.] 
 
Vision Statement 4. TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY 
 
Rephrase sub-item 5. to read: Seek funding for internal loop systems for additional roadway and shuttle 
access proposed in organizational master plans, but in no way should any roadways intrude on the 
existing boundaries, natural setting or the peacefulness of Goose Lake Park. 
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Vision Statement 6. NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Promote environmental sustainability and manage natural resources.  
 
Rephrase sub-item 1. to read: Develop a district-wide natural resource management plan to maintain 
and enhance the natural area of its parks and adjacent natural areas; manage and restore wildlife 
habitats; include air, water and waste studies; increase indigenous tree species such as birch and spruce; 
complete alignment of the South Fork Chester Creek Wetlands Corridor; and create development 
standards. 
 
Rephrase sub-item 1.a. to read: Identify a lead agency to build consensus among the major UMED 
stakeholders and affected community councils and coordinate efforts. 
 
Rephrase sub-item 1.e.iii to read: Prohibit off-lease dogs from University and Goose Lake Parks except 
for any designated off-lease fenced areas. 
 
Vision Statement 7. ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Rephrase sub-item 2.a. to read: Develop retail amenities that improve the quality of life for students, 
employees and residents. 
 
Rephrase sub-item 8. to read: In coordination with the affected Community Councils, support 
organizations in leveraging development potential to further their individual missions, create financial 
stability and opportunities, and allow broader support to the UMED district goals. 
 
Vision Statement 8. GROWTH AND CHANGE 
 
Rephrase sub-item 6. to read: Consider regulatory changes for increased height and/or smaller lot 
development in select areas, as long as any new buildings do not shadow existing residential areas or 
further degrade the natural views within the district. 
 

New UMED District Plan Update Task 
 
The U-Med District Plan should include a new study to thoroughly assess the potential of online 
education to diminish the need for additional brick and mortar educational facilities, roads and parking 
lots in the UMED District and revise the plan to reflect the results. 
 
* Grey highlights indicate new text. 
 
 
Resolution Vote: For:_____ Against:______ Abstain:______ 
 
 
This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council on this day of FEBRUARY 5, 
2014.  
 
 



14 
 

_____________________________________ 
President, University Area Community Council          


