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Fairview Main Street Workshop
 -Community History-

Anchorage in 1947 
was still in its infancy 
and Fairview had not 
yet established a 
distinct identity.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

The area was 
originally referred to 
as East Chester and 
treated as a separate 
District with its own 
self-governing 
powers.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

The area consisted of 
mostly small single-
family homes 
developed on lots laid 
out when Anchorage 
was first surveyed. 



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

Gambell Street was the 
Main Street.  It 
consisted of a two-lane 
road where residents 
could access important 
services. The street 
supported a healthy 
small business 
atmosphere.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

The Carrs grocery 
chain began as a small 
business at 14th and 
Gambell Street.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

Over the years, the 1400 block of Gambell Street 
has been a important anchor for the neighborhood 
and continues to be a commercial hub.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

In 1962, the New Seward 
highway south of 15th 
was constructed. It 
opened up access to land 
and increased the amount 
of pass-through traffic.

“East Chester Flats” is to 
the east of the new road. 
Gambell Street was 
converted to a four-lane 
road.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

Anchorage grew from a 
small community of 
10,000 to a small city of 
60,000 within the span of 
10 years.  This brought 
changes to the area 
including a merger of East 
Chester with the City.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Community History-

• Fairview in 1962 was 
beginning to feel the 
impacts brought about by 
growth.  The construction 
of the New Seward road 
connection,  development 
of large complexes of 
affordable housing and 
the reputation of East 
Chester Flats began to 
change the neighborhood.
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-Overcoming Challenges-

The lack of good 
planning in the critical 
decade of the 60’s led 
to a steady decline in 
the social well-being 
of the neighborhood 
until local residents 
began working 
together for positive 
change.
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-New Beginnings-

The new school in 
East Fairview 
represented a 
significant investment 
in public education. It 
highlights the cultural 
diversity of the 
neighborhood.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Pedestrian Safety-

• The installation of 
diagonal diverters 
helped stop the large 
amount of cut-through 
traffic and allowed for 
the neighborhood 
streets to be returned 
to local residents. 
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-Pedestrian Safety-

 However, the 
neighborhood still has 
blocks with wide 
areas of asphalt and a 
streetscape that favors 
the vehicle over the 
pedestrian.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop

• Four of the five most dangerous streets for 
pedestrians in 2005 were along the Gambell/
Ingra Corridor 15
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-Pedestrian Safety-

Paved alleys reduce 
dust, eliminate 
unsightly conditions 
and improves the 
walking experience of 
the pedestrian.
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-Neighborhood Center-

The commercial center 
along Gambell Street is 
dominated by asphalt and 
cars.  The neighborhood 
center can be a stark and 
uncomfortable place for 
pedestrians.  
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Fairview Main Street Workshop

• 13th and Gambell is 
“ground zero” for 
disreputable 
elements of the 
community.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop

• The Fairview 
Community Council 
is a leader in efforts to 
produce real solutions 
to the chronic public 
inebriate that loiter 
along Gambell Street.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop

• The Council 
worked with other 
community 
organizations to 
host a public 
forum in October 
2008 to advance 
the search for 
solutions.
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-Housing Stock-

 New, suburban style 
single family homes 
have recently been 
constructed in both 
East (8th and Juneau) 
and West (11th and 
Eagle) Fairview. 
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-Housing Density-

 West Fairview is 
composed of a mixed 
housing stock with 
medium density 
condos and 
apartments 
interspersed with 
single-family homes.  



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Housing-

Lower density lots are 
being converted to  
higher density condos. 
This trailer park at 13th 
and Denali has been 
replaced by site condos. 



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Housing-

East Fairview is also 
composed of a mixed 
housing stock but a 
significant number of 
small homes still 
exist.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
-Housing-

East Fairview is 
experiencing the 
conversion of sub-
standard single family 
homes to four-plex 
rental units with no 
face to the street.  
Vacant land is also 
being developed this 
way.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop
- Housing Stock Changes

• But a new type of 
housing, reflecting a 
more upscale type of 
development, is 
showing up in East 
Fairview.
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-Housing-

South Fairview is 
composed of medium 
to high density 
housing split between 
townhomes, condos 
and apartments.
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-Traffic-

 Trucks and other 
vehicles are increasing 
in volume along the 
major roads through 
the neighborhood.  
This pass-through 
traffic produces few 
benefits and divides 
the community.
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-Public Transit-

The new bus stop 
improvements attract 
even the most 
discerning riders.
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-Grass Roots Participation-

Finding solutions to 
the challenges we face 
begins with neighbors 
coming together to 
talk about what is 
important to them and 
their community. 



Fairview Main Street Workshop
Major Issues

• Traffic Impacts
• Inebriate/Indigents
• Housing Design
• Pedestrian Safety
• Corridor Redevelopment
• Economic Vitality
• Restoring Community
• Winter City Neighborhood
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Traffic Impacts

• Traffic Volumes are 
forecasted to increase 
significantly along the 
Ingra and Gambell 
Street Couplet.

• The LRTP recommends 
development of the 
Highway-to-Highway 
Corridor
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Fairview Main Street Workshop
Traffic Impacts

• The draft Community 
Plan adopted by the 
Fairview Council 
accepts, conditionally, 
the need for the 
Highway-to-Highway 
connection.
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Inebriates/Indigents

• The neighborhood has 
a significant number 
of inebriates and 
indigents.

• They are brought here 
by the presence of 
institutional support 
services. 



Fairview Main Street Workshop
Housing Design

• Construction of 
higher density 
housing can create a 
streetscape with very 
little curb appeal

• Do Fairview 
stakeholders want to 
see this repeated?
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Corridor Redevelopment

• Some buildings along 
Gambell Street are 
being redeveloped.  
This site at 9th and 
Gambell is the new 
location for a local 
radio station. 

• Notice how close the 
building is to  the 
sidewalk. 
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Fairview Main Street Workshop
Redevelopment

• Some blocks along 
Gambell Street do not 
lend themselves to 
easy redevelopment.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop
Redevelopment

• Some businesses 
serve as a 
replacement to 
banks and other 
financial 
institutions.
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Corridor Redevelopment

• What will happen to 
these lot auto lots when 
the regional traffic is 
removed from Gambell 
Street?

• Given the proximity to 
Downtown, is this the 
future location of a large, 
mixed-use development?
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Corridor Redevelopment

• Does this street 
look pedestrian 
friendly?
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Pedestrian Safety

• Four of the most 
dangerous streets for 
pedestrians and bikes 
are in Fairview: 
Gambell and Ingra 
Streets, 5th and 6th 
Avenues.
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-Economic Opportunity-

 The Sullivan Arena 
and associated sports 
facilities attract 
thousands of 
Anchorage residents 
into the Fairview 
neighborhood but 
little benefit is spun 
off into our 
commercial center.
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Economic Vitality

• Past research has 
shown that there 
is a market for 
additional 
businesses, such 
as restaurants, in 
the Fairview 
neighborhood.
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Fairview Main Street Workshop 
Economic Vitality

• Some Gambell 
Street businesses 
have a direct 
connection to 
activities at the 
Sullivan Arena.
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Restoring Community

• The Fairview Block Party 
is a tradition.

• The Spring Clean-up 
brings neighbors together.

• Citizens are active in the 
Community Council with 
good participation in 
neighborhood events.

• People are working 
together to build a 
common vision.



46

Fairview Main Street Workshop
Restoring Community

• The Fairview 
Community Plan is 
an example of the 
neighborhood’s 
common vision for 
the future.
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Winter City Neighborhood

• The sled dog races 
down Cordova Street 
are always a popular 
event during Fur 
Rendevous.



Fairview Main Street Workshop
Winter City Neighborhood

• The long, dark and 
cold nights of deep 
winter can be warmed 
up using Winter 
Landscaping 
techniques.

• Use the winter 
conditions to our 
advantage.
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Action Agenda

• Help build a better 
Fairview.

• Talk with your neighbors 
and fellow business 
owners about what our 
future should look like.

• Participate in Fairview’s 
civic discussion.
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-A Better Future-

 A prosperous future for 
Fairview lies just at the 
end of the rainbow. We 
can get there if 
neighborhood 
residents, property 
owners and businesses 
embrace our common 
future with a shared 
vision. 


