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P.O. Box 670984  Chugiak, AK 99567-0984 

birchwoodcouncil@gmail.com 

2021-2022 board: Debbie Ossiander, Co-Chair; Matt Cruickshank, Co- Chair, Road Board rep; 

Gretchen Wehmhoff: Secretary for Publicity, FCC Rep; Barbara Trost, Parks and Rec rep;  

Patty Friend, Member at large; Val Jokela, Secretary-Treasurer 
 

        AGENDA 

BIRCHWOOD Community Council 
Wednesday, November 9, 2022, 7-9 PM 

Hybrid meeting: Eagle River Townhall Conference Room 170 

And via Zoom 
 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88131919316?pwd=RDA5ZGYrSlhORFhyOUtCM2dTRmJXdz09 

 

 

1. Call to Order:  

2. Approval of October Minutes:  

3. Announcements:   
a) Call to Action to purchase OWL Camera/Speakers to hold hybrid meetings: We initiated a fund-

raiser at our May 12 meeting.  Status of funds raised to date: $800.00 and we need $1,075.  And 

OWL protocol when speaking: Val Jokela 

b) Hybrid meetings: December meeting location (CHS) 

c) JBER announcements: 

d) Nominations board positions 2022 and 2023: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary for Publicity, 

CBERRRSA rep, CERAB rep,   

 

4. Reports 

a) FCC Report: Gretchen Wehmhoff: FCC replacement? 

      b) CBERRRSA Road Board Report: Matt Cruickshank:  

      c)Parks and Recreation Report: Barbara Trost:  

d)Chugiak Eagle River Advisory Board: Outcome from October 15 meeting-Debbie Ossiander  

  

WHEREAS, the Chugiak Eagle River Advisory Board (the Board) is established 

in Title 21 by Section 21.10.030.B and is constituted in order to review and 

make recommendations on actions regarding potential changes in land use 

issues that impact multiple Community Council areas in the Chugiak Eagle 

River area; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board, with local representation present from South Fork, Eagle 

River Valley, Chugiak, Eklutna Valley, Eagle River and Birchwood Community 

Councils, met on October 15, 2022 to hear local testimony and to discuss the 

above issue; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Board heard testimony and discussed the cost impact of using 

municipal building inspectors on local projects.  We were told by builders 

that even allowing for costs of voluntary plan review and construction 

inspections in the CER, costs for home construction could increase by at 

least $5,000 because of permit costs, and  
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WHEREAS, the Board heard testimony from individuals who had personal 

experience with local poor quality home construction and who desired more 

stringent buyer protections, and many other individuals who had highly 

positive comments about local building construction, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board heard testimony and discussed a possible correlation 

between stronger inspection services and increased community safety in 

events like the 2018 earthquake, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board believes that if the citizens of Chugiak and Eagle River 

wish to strengthen requirements for plan review or construction inspection, 

there may be more cost-effective ways of achieving that than inclusion in 

the Building Safety Service Area, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Charter provides that a Service Area may not be 

created nor abolished, nor its boundaries modified without the affirmative 

votes of a majority of the voters directly affected by such change,  

 

Now, therefore, the CHUGIAK EAGLE RIVER ADVISORY BOARD RESOLVES that 

Chugiak-Eagle River does not support inclusion into the Anchorage Building 

Service Area and requests that the municipal attorney clarify that such 

inclusion cannot occur without authorization by a majority of Chugiak and 

Eagle River citizens casting an affirmative vote as required by the 

Anchorage Municipal Charter. 

 

e) Treasurer’s report: Val Jokela $152.00 

  f) CVFD: Acting Fire Chief John Della Crose  

  g) Birchwood Patrol Report  

h) Legislative / Assembly reports:  

 5. Appearances:   

6. Old Business 

 a) Update Starner Bridge/Aurora Borealis: Debbie Ossiander/Matt Cruickshank 

 b) CCC CER Cemetery Resolution: (see PDF file included with BCC Minutes and Agenda) 

 c) Birchwood Airport Master Plan Public Workshop: November 12 10:00-2PM at the  

Birchwood Civil Air Patrol Hangar: project website: 

http://dot.alaska.gov/creg/birchwoodamp/ 

d) Beach Lake Trail Inventory Map: Will Taygan (5 minutes) 

7. New Business: 

a) Birchwood Elementary School Proposed Closure: Debbie Ossiander  
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8. Open Forum- 

9. Adjournment-     

 


