ATTACHMENT H-1

Transcript of Betty Dodds's testimony to Anchorage Platting Board, Case S-10873, March 20,
2002. :




CHAIR WALSH: Would anyone else like to testify?

DODDS: My name is Betty Dodds and I live at 8705 Sommers Place and I've
lived there since May 1, 1966. In May 1977, the Department of
Commerce and Economic Development issued, at our request, the
articles of incorporation which established Seaview Heights Water
Association. This water system now furnishes water to 48 homes.
When we purchased our property in 1966 we were the only people on
the street and had the only well on the street and had no problems
with the water. By the late 1970s, the families using water from this
well had to contend with the brown, silty, sandy water caused when
Mike Stephans breached our water table as he used a drag line to
extract gravel from the Sand Lake gravel pit, thus creating a
manmade lake 45 feet deep. We now a filtering system on our well
that makes the water usable, but the quality of the water is not the
same as it was before the water table was exposed. To provide
adequate protection of an aquifer, there needs to be a minimum of 40
feet of sandy material over the aquifer. Since our aquifer is exposed,
we do not have that protection. In the late '70s when Mike Stephans
was granted a permit to mine gravel, no one checked to see if he was
following the conditions of his permit. And no one took any action
when it was brought to their attention that he was abusing the
conditions of his permit. If the municipal employees had done their
job in the late '70s and forced Mr. Stephans to adhere to the conditions
of his permit, we wouldn't be dealing with this situation today. Their
solution to the problem at that time was to tell Mr. Stephans that he
had to put a filtering system on our well.

Terrasat Inc.'s hydrology report states that there is evidence that
water wells on Sommers Place are hydraulically connected to the
exposed water table. Nowhere in the 500+ pages of reports published
by the developer and the Municipality does anyone own up to and
accurately portray what has occurred in the gravel pits in the past
and why the so-called lake is there. For the past 24 years, we have had
to contend with changing filters to keep the water satisfactory, but if
this development is approved without further study of the impacts on
our water supply, we will have to deal with the potential of worsening
water quality caused by the influx of 600+ homes. I'm sorry that this
problem, which has been caused by the failure of past municipal
administrations to enforce the terms of permits that were issued,
now falls on Mr. Hultquist's shoulders. I'm sure that Mr. Hultquist
will do everything he can to keep our well's water safe, but nowhere
in any of the reports that I read is there an absolute guarantee that
our water will not become contaminated. The only absolute guarantee
would be for our homes to be connected to public water. I'm not
opposed to Mr. Hultquist's development, but I don't want to spend
thousands of dollars to connect to public water if our well becomes
contaminated. We didn't create the problem, therefore, we shouldn't
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have to pay for fixing the problem. I ask that you respect the wishes of
the Sand Lake Community Council and residents of Sommers Place
and deny this plat until more accurate impact statements can be
provided. Thank you.

CHAIR WALSH: Thank you. Any questions of Ms. Dodds? Thank you. Could
I see a show of hands of how many other people are planning to
testify. Okay. In view of that, I'm going to call a 10-minute break to
stretch our legs and we'll reconvene here at 8:40.

BREAK

We will resume the public testimony in the matter of case S-10873,
Kincaid Estates Subdivision. Is there anyone else wishing to testify in
this case? Please state your name and address.

RAYNOR: Good evening. My name is Pete Raynor. I live at 5132 West 72,
I've lived in the Sand Lake area since 1972. From day one, the gravel
pits have been part of life living in the Sand Lake area. They are an
eyesore. Make no mistake about it. I'm certainly not opposed to
developing this area, if nothing else, to make it a little bit better in the
way of eye appeal. However, I do have a lot of concerns about this
proposed project. My initial thoughts when I heard about this project
were roads and the amount of extra traffic on the roads; 1,400 or 1,500
cars in addition to what are already out there in the area. I'm not a
traffic engineer by any means, but it doesn't take a rocket scientist to
figure out the existing roads would be inadequate for the increased
traffic in the area.

Schools was another one of my concerns. Kincaid School is directly
behind my house and I know it's already filled to capacity. I don't
know that for a fact. I'm sorry, I'll take that back. But that's what I
understand.

So, those are my two initial concerns about this project. But when 1
heard about the possibility of contaminated groundwater, that's when
I became involved in this. I'm an on a well. I'm quite a ways away
from city water. 1 know it's going to cost a lot of money to bring city
water and sewer to my house, if that was to become necessary. Just
from what I've heard on the testimonies before me, and I attended
one of the Sand Lake Community Council meetings, T don't believe
there's been enough studies on existing groundwater to know what
effects might happen to how many people, should this become
contaminated. I don't believe the that the homeowners around this ...
I don't trust them to make sure that it stays clean. I really don't.
That's really all I have to say about this except I would like to ask you
to postpone this approval until further works been done on it. Thank
you.
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ATTACHMENT H-2

Dodds, Loren, and Betty Dodds, 2003, Notarized Affidavit, 2 pages, November 17, 2003
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. Loren and Béfty Dodds, November 17, 2003, Affidavit

1 : | . AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF ALASKA
1; MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

* We, Loren and Betty Dodd, residing at 8705 Somuncrs Place, Anchorage, Alaska 99502,
being duly swomn, state as follows:

We were living on Sommers Place in the 19703 when gravel mining took place in the
; Sand Lake gravel pits. Piiortotbkﬁmcmdduﬁngﬂ:hﬁmewmebmofow
t recollection the following events took place: -

1. May, 1966. We purchased 3 Jots with a mobilc home on Sommers Place. The
. well oa the property was dug in 1965, S o,

2, Summer 1967. Dave Dilley, Betty Dodds®s brother, bought two lots sdfcinmrip
ours. Put a mobile bome on onc fot and connected 0 our well,

3. 1971 Dilleys built » 4 bedroom house on their other lot, The new horse was giso
oonnected to our well. Renters moved into their mabile home., -

4. 1972 We started building 2 4 bodroom home on our other lot The new home
Was connected to our well. We moved into our new home in Januagy, 1973,
Renters moved into our mobile home. .-;

5. Four families were now getting their water supply from our well. The WaLEr was
hard with lots of irom, but otherwise there was no cloudiness or kigh levels
sedimentation with the water,

; 6. In'the mid.1970's Mike Stephens, a Jocal contractor, discovered a vein of high

’ grocle gravlin the south west coruer of the pit. He kept digging in this rca i

!u-mheddnmuble.ﬁebmgluinadmdﬁngmhimw. g s
until he created the “pond™ which isamccemefof&ismmﬁiuy.‘ I
) 2 % -3 woeks we began to notice a film of sediment in the toilcts'and bathtubs. At
¥ thisdmeitbmwbviousﬂmﬂ;mwasawmecﬁonbdﬂmmmﬁdgg
operations in the pit and the cloudiness and sedimentation in our water.. )
7. The pump in teighbor Den Shantz’s well s¢ized up.and burned out. The.pumpas
well a3 the hot waser heater had to be replaced. ' R
8. Stephens” gravel mining permit expired in the fall and the dredging $opped. . Our
: mtorbeganmole-rup,-andwithins-ﬁwcelsmnqlongcrcloudy;
9. In the spring & new pravel mining permit was applied for,
10. Loren Dodds and RusseH Backhaus, another ncighbor, atiended a Plarininig and -
Zoning meeting to protest the issuance of this permit. The Planning and Zoning

Commission soknowledged that there was a relationship between our clnl?dy‘, e :

&, - water and the gravel mining and would not issue a permit, S SR

, 11. Stephens offered to put filtering systcm on our woll and when wqmﬁm his’

‘ plan, he was itsued a permit. Because of financial problems and some ofithe

' ﬁipn;!.em being lost, no mining activities took place after the filter was$ut on -
wo .
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- 12, May, 1977. Our well became & community well the Department
Commerce and Economic Development issued mu of mw:‘f
establishing Seaview Heights Water Association, inc. The PWS LD.# is 214798,
13. We have records of Coliform tests on our well from September, 1986 o
iebmrym ; 020033N?3“ testa were satisfactory. A nitratés tost was done in
. nitrates were detected. An i n.
ebovod emals o | srsenic test done in _!_:Iarch , 2001,
* 14. We haye letters from Dan Shantz, Phyllis Backhaus and Karla Kormian who lived
on Sommers Place during this time. Their Jetters bear witness to the probloms we

§r had with our water during this time due to gravel mining in the Sand Lake grave]

pit.
‘ N ZS
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Subacribed and sworn before me this m;: of NW » 2003,
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ATTACHMENT H-3

Dodds, Loren and Betty (2002) email to Kevin K. Kleweno, ADEC Environmental Engineer,
January 30. 2002
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Yahoo! My Yahoo! Ml Search Search |
’ . F{_g welcome, jamunter the web e

P N .
'YAHOO. Ma“ G gi‘f;ugt‘;t My Mail Home - Help
Do your taxes R Tarho

Taxes made £asy. fot e

~X with TurboTax. taxes done right. e

SImail ~ () Addresses ~ [ Caiendar ~ . Notepad = jamunter@yahoo.com [Sign Oull

Check Mait . Compose | Mail Upgrades - Search Mail - Maii Options
rewesial Yjew Attachment
(3 Inbox (1)
(R Draft Back to Original Message - P_r:intablg_VLew | _
3 Sent File name: Case_S10873.doc  File type: application/msword

(2 Bulk (4) (Empty) Save to my Yahoo! Briefcase - Download File - Need Help?
(F Trash (Empty)

8705 Sommers Place

%@ Check your Anchorage, AK 99502
Credit.

Eamn 2.004% APY  January 30, 2002
with a Tiered

Money Market Keven K. Kleweno
Account from

Citibank. Learn . .
More. Environmenial Engineer

' Frge 5-Rgom
DIRECTV System 555 Cordova, St. 99501

= Take the RealAge
xd Test! Case # S10873

We have lived on Sommers Place since May, 1966. At the time we
purchased the property we were the only people on the street and had the
only well. We had no problems with the well until 1978 when Mike
Stephans while mining gravel, mined below the permitted depth and
continued to mine gravel to a depth 45 feet below our water table. As he
continued to mine, our well began to silt up and we had sand and silt in
the toilets, the bathtubs, the sinks, etc. A filtering system was installed on
our well and that has helped the problem but we do not have the same
quality of water as we had before our water table was breached. It costs
neatly $100.00 each time the filters have to be changed.

http:/fus.f613.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ ShowLetter?box=Inbox&Msgld=3425_377690_5 887 1... 4/19/2004




Yahoo! Mail - jamunter@yahoo.com Page 2 of 2

In May, 1977, we were 1ssued a Certificate of Incorporation which
established the

Seaview HeightsWater Association. Our Public Water System [.D. # is
214798, This well furnishes water for four homes on Sommers Place.

We are not opposed to development as long as it is done responsibly. Qur
greatest concern is that aquifer protection for community and private
wells is not being considered in a responsible manner. Until the Planning
Department acknowledges that the body of water that is referred to as a
“lake” is actually the exposed water table of the wells in this area, and
that contamination and pollution will take place as people move into the
area, we do not believe responsible development can take place.

According to the map on page 24 of Anchorage 2020 Anchorage Bowl
Comprehensive Plan much of the gravel pit has been rated marginal for
development and the area where our exposed aquifer is located is rated
unsuitable for development.

The map mentioned in the preceding paragraph as well as a copy of the
Drinking Water Analysis Report that was recently done on a water
sample from our well is attached.

Loren and Betty Dodds

Save to my Yahoo! Briefcase - Download File - Need Help?
File name: Case_S10873.doc  File type: application/msword
Back to Original Message - Printable View

CheckMail [  Compose Mail Upgrades - Search Mail - Mail Options

e S RS |

Mail - Address Book - Calendar - Notepad

- HotJobs - Kids - Mail - Maps - Member Directory - Messenrger - Mobile - Movies - Music - My Yahoo! - News - PayDirect - Personals - Pets - Photos -
Shopping - Sports - TV - Travel - Weather - Yellow Pages - more..

Copyright © 1994-2004 Yahoo! Inc, All rights reserved. Terms of Service - Copyright Policy - Guidelines - Ad Feedback
NOTICE: We collect personal information on this site.
To iearn more about how we use your infermaticn, see our Privacy Policy
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ATTACHMENT H-4

Notes from meeting with Loren Dodds, August 30, 2003
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ATTACHMENT H-5

Letter from Phyllis Backhaus, November 21, 2003




nov-1R0V. 21. 2003, 4:56F4 o, G & Qezs

"

.verzezsezs  H0.2565 P 33eT
Phyllis Backhaus, November 21, 2003, Letter

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Phyllis Backbaus. 11ived at 8605 Sommoets Place from 1967 untll 1984, We

got our waler from Dodds® well, 1t was fine until Miks Stovens started dredging gravel v
from the plt Just east of vs. My hushand, Russell Baokhaus, worked in the gruvel pit for

Mike and told Mike if he didn't stop ho would be In our waler table: Otir water Wwasd:

- sandy, silty’mess after Mike dug into the water tabl,

15 hat Titls Iako L filled or. disturbod, it will uia 8 ot of wells in the ases.

Yllis Backhav .

. PO, Box 940-123
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ATTACHMENT H-6

Letter from Karla Dodds Korman, November 21, 2003




;iovﬂ-uﬁov. 2. 26034 4:56F 908, 0 & Orze
Karia Dodd Korman, November 21, 2003, Letter

v
5' 4 @
© ToWbomtMay Conoem; | | |
' From 196610 1978 1 was & resident of Somumens Place.  During the mid 70 thers was

|lotufwdﬂcy.lp¢oiﬂu!brbysmp&mmd80m,inwhmhumwbehwnu_the.

Sand Lake Gravel Pits. Rw-dudngthisﬁmethz:hﬂkusuphmfound;mm vane
that he excavated to the polnt of hitting water ~ which crested “ThePood”, Daysufier + ‘
Miks's breaching of this aquifer, our water supply became naady. TheroWif Bt inthe £ %

¢ lollets tubs and it bedni S48 to ek the soroons offour wter facots, Pike 1o iy X
limthuahldmcrﬁmmisauewﬂhﬂmquali!yafourwuler.

The Plarning a0d Zoing Comimission felt that these was 2 direct correlation between
“The Pond™ and our well, Dldng!ﬁhpcﬁodofdmathclcvdofnmmofﬁm e

poliution was minimal, thus my perents egreed to Mike Stophens® suggestion (hst hs put
a filtntion lystem on their well. ‘

As the saying goes, if thoy bad known then what they kpow now..,.. The Pond has
bmllinbﬂityto!bomidem of Somrmecs Place. All ol us 2ro concamed that our
exposed squifer will become contaminated Yes, that includes my family ay } apein live

oa Sommsrs Place. g

% H ) ' b ._.

. Wemm!;ingcl\!houlnpmfﬂomofauthonrywmeczwxmmppb. Weter C
pollutiog i3 rreversibia, | - , *
f mﬁm Korman | '
- §707 Socumocs Place ‘.

¢ Anchonage, Ak. 59502
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ATTACHMENT H-7

Letter from Dan Shantz, March 18, 2002
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| | Don Schantz, Marchi8, 2002, Letter
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verzazsezs 0, 256571 08

*

" Dan Skanig ' 5 .
830 Someners Piace o
Anchorsge, Alxska 99303

- -

March 18, 2002

. Municlpality ofmhoxia
| Psing and Zonkog

: Re:  Sand Lake Gravel Pit o
Hulquist Proposed Subdivision : J

To Weom It May Concern:

i 1owna single-family dwelling located on Lot 13, Block 2, Sceview Hedghts Subdivisicn. Thave

! o privats well with the aquifer extending [nto a small pond locstad near the southeast cormer of

) the sbove-doscribed proposed subdivision. Prior disturbance and contamiriation of the pond by

' the.gravel pit operstor (Stephan) caused silt-and sand to infiltrate the squifer.end thea my well.

P ) The:sand end silt. weized the:well piimp and interripted watar service to the property, Oncethe
source of the problem was identified, tho Municipality of Anchorsge ordered the operator of the

gravel pit not to disturb or contaminats the pond or sarounding land.

Mymc&akﬁmmmpoudsﬁbdiﬁstonwiﬁaﬁm;buqﬁramd disrupt servico tomay well ' ;Pr
2nd those serving other sumounding properties. I strongly zecommend that the Municipality of .
Anchorege require the doveloper to extend public water service to those properties that uss the , §

- :;";

aquifer linked to the pond fu the grave] pit. Developer assurancs that the aquifer will notbe
disturbed or contaminated {3 not a reasonable solution to thote who rely on'thls equiker foe

*‘Simerely. . |
3 Dan Shantz, Property Owner .,
5 : o4

' ' ' 7 Exhibit___é-________ -
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ATTACHMENT H-8

Timeline: Dodds' Well, fax from Watson Company, November 14, 2004




9672431834 WATSOMN COMPANY
izg Aan

TIMELINE : DODDS' WELL

August 30, 2004, Loven changed the fllers in our filoring system. They were Quite dirty

bmunduyha_dn’theenchangedfnutlau 18 months, We were having no problems,
bmwcwnlapm;_hbegoml!umﬂrofﬂcmmhcrmdlhouzhlheymmbc

September 30, 2004. Pbtummuhunofmwdymmddebrbwuhingmmtw
exposed aquifer. The color of the water is reddish brown.

Sqwemb« 30, 2004, We anived home and learmned of the problems thst neighbors were
having with dirty water and filvers. Loren checked our filters and found them to be in
good condition

October 9, 2004, Filters checked agsin. Still no problem.

October 21, 2004, [ notlced a decrease in water pressure. Loren chocked the filters. They
were dirty and wors the same reddish brown solor us the water in the September 30°
pictures. ,

HISTORY

We had dirty water in the mid-1970"s when the aquifer was exposed during grave!
extraction. mexuwﬁonmallomdbconﬁnuemtﬂthe“potﬂ"mm 11 acres
inuumdmsome_tbndnp. Whmummrublcwubmnmnmokmximly

2-3 week approximation is accurste, The CONtractor was required to install & fitering
system on our well before he could begin work the next spring/summer. Due to financial
problems he didn’t do sny more gravel mining that summes and no one has taken grave)

The developer's experts and the ADEC have maintained from the beginning of this sags
that thare is no wey dirty water from the exposed aquifer coitld ever gat to our well. Dan
Younshutoldﬂuﬁmiugﬂoudwmnningmdmmgonmmuocmiomﬂm
iiwﬂdmmwymformydimlmin“ﬂnpond“tomhowweu. James
Munter , SACC's consultant, has aiwsys said thet according to his caleulations 2-3
woeks is more likely,

SUMMARY

The pictures of the muddy water and debris washing into the exposad squifer were taken
on September 30, 2004. Our filters became dirty sometime between October 9 and
October 21%. That's not & span of soveral years that’s 2.3 weeks, Common sense should
tel] everyone that our well is somehow connectad to the exposed aquifer and if ours is
cannected thero has to be others that wre xiso connecied.
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Right now our filters are keeping the dirty water out of the taps but filters cannot filter

e’ out nitrates from dog feces or fertilizary, Except for daily tasting there is no way we wil|
know iffwhen nitrates have reached our well.  Four homes get their water supply from
our woll, We don't want 1o spend the rest of our lives wotrying about the water being saft
for all of us to use.




