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 Meeting conducted via Zoom was called to order at 6:35   p.m.  by Jody Sola who she sent 

agenda, past meeting minutes,  and announcement to permit wide public notice and ability to attend. 

 

1.    Introduction of Attendees: Attendees were identified via Zoom appearance and noted on virtual 

sign in sheet provided with these minutes. 

 

2.  Approval of agenda:   

 Motion to approve agenda: Ron Clark 

 Second: Stephanie Kesler 

Motion unanimously approved.  

 

3. Approval of April 2020 meeting minutes  

  

   Approval moved:  Stephanie Kesler 

 Second:  Ron Clark 

Motion unanimously approved. 

 

 

4. Legislative update:  Senator Tom Begich reported legislature had adjourned after a three-day 

sessions in Juneau to address errors in requests for rpl’s (authorizations for the governor to expend 

money for programs that exist and where amounts increased).  Noted a lawsuit had been filed regarding 

the improper procedure, and the legislative action addressed and resolved the legal issue.  Tom noted his 

review had indicated no limitation on the timing of issuance of permanent fund dividends, which 

discovery led to the governor’s recent announcement to issue dividend checks early.  Tom expressed 

concern over the timing and extent of the state lifting restrictions related to Covid 19 and urged 

everyone to be cautious.   

 

    Representative Zack Fields  reviewed  matters he worked including  

Pioneer Home bill keeping rates affordable, bill protecting apprenticeship programs,  cancellation of 

proposal to send prisoners out of state and expanded re entry programs here, steps to re open Palmer 

Correctional Center, and blocking of  privatization of API. Confirmed Senator Begich’ s concern 

regarding speed and extent of state re-opening the Covid 19 restrictions.  Noted his unsuccessful effort 
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to have the governor require the wearing of masks in public buildings and also his concern regarding 

failure to quarantine cargo pilots and crew arriving in Anchorage.   

 

5. Assembly Update:  Chris Constant reported that masks are strongly encouraged but not 

required in municipal buildings and that private businesses can and he believes should mandate masks.  

Noted that there is no follow up at the Anchorage airport regarding testing of arriving passengers.  

Observed that Anchorage is “opening up” but warns be careful by wearing masks, social distancing, etc.  

“See the squirrel, Be the squirrel.”  Reported that 8 or 9 members actually physically present at the 

Assembly meeting earlier this week. Noted discussions on how to spend revenues anticipated from the 

recently adopted alcohol tax, indicating his efforts for it to be devoted to programs such as homeless 

plan abatement.  Reported CIP submission date extended to June 15. Noted the clean-up at the  

Cunningham lot.  Reviewed Assembly discussion, voting, veto, and over ride on how to deal with 

situation where the mayor is temporarily unavailable, how long a period, and issue with current Charter 

language. General discussion of role of Municipal Manager, having elected official(s) serve in the 

interim mayor role, etc. A charter amendment is needed.     

  

6. Marijuana Store (SupHerb):  Jessika Smith legal adviser to applicant for standard cultivation 

license and small retail operation at 2121 Post Road (directly across the street from another previously 

approved operator) presented description of the proposed operation.    Directly across the street from the 

other one we approved. 

 

Susanne DiPietro moved to non-oppose the proposal and business plan 

Second  by Stephanie Kesler. 

Chris Constant noted municipal ordinances allow the market to sort out itself.  Susanne inquired about 

security.  Chris Constant advised that security plans are not required to be disclosed to avoid providing 

“road map” to potential violators.  Security plan disclosed in general terms noting a robust plan with   

24/7, 365 in all areas.  Includes door alarms,  motion detectors, etc.  .   

 

Motion passes unanimous voice vote.  Chris Constant references the neighborhood responsibility plan 

and that the licensee should make effort to participate with the Community.  Michelle Velasco confirms 

commitment to work with the neighborhood.   

 

7. Treasurer’s Report:  Suzanne—no update. 

 

 

8. JBER Report:  Denny Hostetter reported he has no current information as to what will happen 

with the gate or the nature of the work currently being performed just inside the gate.  It is pointed out 

that various of the commercial businesses on the Hill are suffering due to the closure.  Jody to contact 

the base commander to seek additional information regarding the closure and to note concern for the 

impact on the local businesses.  

 

9. Business Updates 

 

  Port of Alaska:  Steve Ribuffo  addressed 3 topics:  1.  In-water construction for the 

petroleum and cement terminal has been underway for a couple weeks.  Work also underway from 

temporary trestle.  Piles will be driven this summer.  Vibration most intense now because piles being 

driven at areas closest to land.  Amount of vibration should lessen when work moves to deeper water.  

While noise will remain perceptible, vibration will lessen.  The large barge mounted with the mongo 
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crane and remaining piles is on the way up and should arrive in a week or so.  2.  In the Marad law suit 

by the Municipalilty to recover costs related to the former Port expansion project, the Judge for the 

Federal Court of Claims just issued an opinion denying Marad’s motion for summary judgment, so it 

appears that unless settled, the dispute will go to trial.  Steve made copies of the court opinion available.  

Currently no trial date set.    3.  Normal dredging work at the Ship Creek boat launch has been delayed 

by the Army Corps for the first time establishing a 30 day comment period before work could proceed.  

The 30 days just ran, with no adverse comments.  Concern that authorization for the wor will be 

provided promptly so that local set netters can proceed with the King season in June.  

   

12. Committee Updates:     

   

   FCC Update:  Bob French reports a meeting last night where Greg Miller of the 

court system made a presentation re status of jury and bench trials due to Covid 19 delays.  Also 

discussion of CIP process, noting extension of deadline to June 15 and indicating update forms and 

information are available on line.     

 

   Parks Committee:  Bob French suggested that due to the Covid 19 impact, we 

will likely have to pursue some smaller activities this summer.  Also discussion regarding contact with 

Forester who, after report, came and cut down several trees that were blocking the trail on the hillside.     

 

 

13. Community: CIP Budget Submission:  Jody Sola met with Steve Gerlek regarding the CIP 

and invites others with comments and concerns to contact her or Steve in advance of the June 15 CIP 

deadline.      

 

   Pigeon Population Control:  Jody has been on the phone regarding this and 

learned the cost of setting traps is around $1200 per trap for six months.  Pete Murphy had emailed 

residents on the East Side who have noted issues.  General discussion led to consensus that impact 

residents (through their home owners association(s) or otherwise) should determine steps they wish to 

pursue and how to address associated costs.   

 

   Cunningham property clean up  update:  Reported that extensive  clean-up has 

occurred.    Thomas Pease, who had contacted the Municipality about this problem, sent a thank-you 

letter to the two code enforcement officers who followed up on this with cc to the mayor.    

 

   MOA free cleanup dump pass May 18-Sept 05 a dump passes available on line 

though deadline to apply appears to have passed several days ago. .   

 

 

   Newsletter:  There was an open discussion about using snail mail to get out 

information on important community issues, particular to residents who may lack the technology or 

wherewithal to obtain information via email. Jody Sola learned that FCC does have limited funding 

available for printing and mailing of such flyers if we provide the information and format.  Could be 

mailed out periodically.  Jody and others volunteered to provide information needed to pursue this.     

 

   Anchorage Curling Club current board member John Seigle noted that the 

club had closed activities due to members having contracted Covid 19, but that they are  starting to 
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address summer projects and figure out how to open safely. Their mission is to grow the facility and he 

expressed desire to work with the Community Counsel on the Club’s future.  

 

Noted no plans for meeting of the GHCC until September unless emergency(s) occur. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:20  p.m. 
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 . 

 

Peter Partnow reports, in response to a question raised at the January meeting that under existing GHCC 

by-laws, the sign in sheet for the GHCC board meetings may be used only to verify attendance, etc at 

the meetings.  The sign in sheet is not available to individuals or entities who may desire to contact 

meeting attendees for one reason or another.  Individuals or entities who do wish to obtain expressions 

of interest and/or contact information from meeting attendees may be permitted to circulate a sign in 

sheet for those attendees who wish to sign up. 

 

 

 

   Meeting adjourns at 8:07 p.m. 

    

 

  


