
UACC MINUTES
October 2, 2019

1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Paul Stang at 7:01 pm.

Welcome and Introductions: There were 34 persons present at the start of the meeting with 16
members and 18 visitors signed in. The President asked each person to state their name and 
location or business.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Agenda was amended to include: talk about UACC 
Resolution No. 2019-03 (Folker Park intersection crossing special needs sign) to be covered 
by Barbara Garner. Al Milspaugh moved to approve. Marguaerite Iverson seconded to 
approve agenda as amended. Unanimous consent.

3. APPROVAL OF PRIOR MONTHS MINUTES:  Al M. moved to approve the 
September 4 minutes. Second by Mary Lou Harle. Minutes were approved unanimously with 
the following changes:  correction to line 78 - $136 million, line 100 - 2 people smoking...   
Line 105 - Barbara said $300 to remove a tree, so $500 doesn’t go far. 

4. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  

REPORTS FROM ELECTED & MOA DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS:
A.  Senator B. Wielechowski said there are 19 Senate members instead of 20 due to 

Chris Birch’s death.  Laddie Shaw was appointed and rejected (6-6). Governor then appointed
Josh Revak. A vote of the party may be taken in Nov. to approve. There is no timeline. No 
special session is likely. Bill W. also discussed: A UAA town hall to talk about the Board of 
Regents restructuring of UAA (Oct 28 at LIO Building from 2-7PM). The Board will have a 
$25 million cut for UAA each of the next 3 years. The Board was looking at single 
accreditation but backed off due to push-back. They are now looking at more autonomy. The 
Pioneer home increased per person cost for some residents to $98,000 a year. Ivy Sponholz 
has sponsored bill (HB 96) to limit increases to inflation rate. It has passed the House.

B. Representative Andy Josephson stated that HB 96 reduced fees, but not to true 
inflation. It passed 35-5. Andy J. is involved in collecting signatures against Pebble Mine 
which is in litigation. He also stated that adult dental has ended for Medicaid beginning 
10/1/19, but Dermot Cole stated that people could continue dental care for up to 90 days. 
Andy J. wrote a 10/2/19 ADN article regarding the efforts to undermine public employee’s 
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unions and the Janus decision. He encouraged people to read it. He talked about outdoor 
recreation being encouraged through new trails. He stated that UAA objected to the single 
accreditation and voted “no”. There is a rivalry between ANC and Fairbanks on this issue and
though many like single accreditation, many are outraged. Since cuts are now smaller, many 
think UAA does not need consolidation. UAA has open admission and 75 people per year 
receive BAs who would otherwise not be accepted. Andy J. mentioned the possible upcoming
town hall on these issues. Paul Stang made a comment about the uncertainty students and 
faculty therefore face. 

         C. Representative Ivy Sponholz mentioned that UA budget instability is causing 
potential students to look Outside for their education. She stated that 80% of those who go 
Outside do not return to AK and that the last time UA endured large budget cuts, it took 2 
decades to recover. This is a danger for AK teachers, accountants, nurses, hygienists, etc. On 
health care, Ivy stated that we pay 38% more for services than those Outside, but we are not 
getting better care. The vetoes of Medicaid are coming down and may come back as 
supplemental budget to make up the short fall. There are $100-150 million in obligations for 
the Medicaid expansion enacted in 2015. Fed were paying 95% and that is down to 90%. 
Native Alaskans are covered 100%. 51,000 residents are currently covered by Medicaid. 
Governor wants to move people into the private insurance market. Affordable Care Act 
exchanges are available to subsidize if Medicaid is topped out. Ivy S. also discussed Public 
Safety and a public defender who had 200 cases instead of the standard 49 cases. She quit. 
The average public defender load is now 150. She stated that we need prosecutors and 
defenders or justice will be delayed. Not enough funding is invested in this process. The 
sexual assault rate in AK is 4 times the national average. Ivy S. stated that we need to take 
responsibility and invest in public safety and education, but at the budget has been ratcheted 
down.

D.  Elvi Gray-Jackson: Al Milspaugh read her written report (attached) which includes 
notes on Black History Month (55-1 approval), Native issues, etc.

Meeting then moved to hear from the Fire Department, Al M's Safety Report, before reports 
from the municipal assembly members.

Fire Wise Program - Jay, John and Luke from Rescue Unit #4 spoke. They have 2 
ambulances with 2 EMTs. They get an average of 30 calls per shift and 10,000 per year. They
are from EMS, water rescue, inlet response in Port of Anchorage, tide rescue, inland water 
rescue, scuba and ice rescue, but spoke on the Firewise program muni.org/fire. There is an 
Online application to have your property evaluated. This is a federal grant to the MUNI 
encouraging common sense action like removing dead trees and brush. The program 
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application requires 2 estimates from tree services and has reimbursement up to 50% of the 
cost or $500 per property. Consumers pays upfront and are reimbursed within 60 days. 
However, the system is now overwhelmed due to the dry summer and fires, and all will be 
put into a cue. It will start up again in Spring 2020. The Forester was not available for this 
evening’s meeting. Susan Klein stated that she had an inspection had minimal work that she 
and Mary Lou could do themselves. The guidelines are Online. The Fire guys stated that 
beetle kill trees and debris are especially dangerous and that fuel tanks should be labeled. Al 
M. stated that foresters look at roofs & grasses, and that tree cutters are backed up three 
months.

1. Assembly Member Pete Peterson talked about the plastic bag ban and an upcoming 
meeting on Tues, Oct 8, to amend the ban so that plastics can be used for take-out. Some 
restaurants were charging for eat-in bags. He also talked about storm water utility and an 
upcoming presentation on the subject. He mentioned fees and fines - planning, building 
and fire dept. They may get push-back from the building community. Pete spoke about 
special needs sign for the crossing at Folker Park. The assembly chair has a meeting to 
address this. Al M. showed a sample sign.

2. Assembly Member Felix Rivera said that the Port of Anchorage consultants have 
outlined a new path forward to reduce the costs to $1 billion. Also, an ML&P attorney is 
working hard on the merger with Chugach Electric. Felix talked about the 2020 Census 
which starts in March and will be challenge. It is lots of work to let people know that it is 
confidential. It means dollars and democracy - $3.2 billion to AK for House and Assembly
apportionment. 10/10/19 is a day to celebrate the MUNI Ombudsman’s officer, Darrell 
Hess. Felix also spoke about the upcoming budget books and reviews. Key dates are Oct. 
22, Nov 5, and the adoption on Nov 19, 2019.

3. Assembly Member Meg Zalatel talked about getting to know your Assembly on 
Facebook, a MatSu Borough City Hall meeting about emergency shelter, and a Bean’s 
Cafe contract vote for $444,000. Meg Z. mentioned that the ADN summarizes the issues 
on the Port, building permits and forming a fact sheet for them. There are also Congestion 
Relief work sessions on Nov 1 and Nov 11 (3-7PM) at the Loussac Library.

5.  Assembly Member Forest Dunbar stated that the Assembly seats serve large population
areas. There is a debate to pass a Charter and change representation from 10-11 members. 
Downtown ANC is a single member district. Pete Peterson and Forest D. are Chairs of 
Public Safety. SAP (computer system) caused the Assembly to violate payment to Unions,
firefighters and offered non-cashable leave. There is a $4 million deficit at Anchorage Fire
Department and overtime is built into the contract. Elvi commented that SAP damages are 
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owed to the Unions and asked Forest about this. She stated that the Assembly has not sued
SAP, yet! Forest also talked about white-collar crime related to fraud and elders that is 
very widespread. One strategy for elders is to ask the caller their phone number and state 
they will call them back, rather than talk at that time. The Complaint Center is 
www1c3.gov  Forest also discussed the large number of missing and murdered native 
women, who are preyed upon and are not showing up in the system. APD is taking this 
issue seriously and there is an Assembly website. The issue has also been on KTVA and 
Channel 2 News. Al M. suggested that all of us report even minor violations to police so 
statistics are more accurate. 

 UACC Committee Reports: 

Parks: Barbara Garner said that Folker Park has contracted for LED lights on the trails. Dead
trees are an issue and $500 is not enough to take out 10-15 trees. She stated that the Parks 
Dept. cannot pay. Paul S. commented that if beetle kill trees aren’t removed, the bugs will 
spread. Barbara said that people are using the equipment and the park is nice. There was a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on 9/13, well attended by Assembly members, the Mayor and the 
Rasmuson Foundation. The park has come far and has a way to go. Paul stated that Barbara 
worked hard on Folker Park for over 20 years and that Urban Design called it one of the top 3
parks. Al M. said Pete Petersen will follow up about the need for safe crossing into the park 
from Horizon House. Felix is meeting with Stephanie Mormilo (MUNI Traffic Engineer) on 
the subject also.

AK Common Ground: Mary Lou Harle talked about AK Common Ground’s Climate 
Action Plan meeting on November 6 from 7-8:30 PM at 49th State Brewing. She talked about
the FCC’s announcement about AK Center’s Solarize Anchorage and working towards a deal
on solarizing in conjunction with other community councils. That meeting is Nov 4, 5:30 PM 
at Loussac Library. info@AKcommonground.org

FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS (FCC) REPORT:  
Al Milspaugh reported about FCC and Safety Firewise Program. Topics included: 

Marijuana, Dave Donley UACC representative from ASD, Ordinance on cell phones in 
schools, Anchorage 2040 Projects, a Title 21 amendment and Anchorage Vision Zero 
Program.

NEW BUSINESS: South Central Foundation (SCF), 4330 Elmore Rd - Van (Wan) Lee, 
AICP Manager, R&M Consultants – SCF has 3 lots to subdivide at Tudor and Elmore for a
new detox facility (Ernie Turner Center site). They are being reviewed for re-platting and 
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rezoning - concurrent approvals. They need a secondary access/egress. There are 16 beds in 
the voluntary medical detox that need to be operational as new facility is being built, then the 
old one will be demolished. The new facility will have 26 beds on the 1st floor. Topics 
discussed included: the number of stories (said to be four with 15’ high floors for a total of  
60’), an analysis of the amount of parking needed and possible parking variances, traffic 
patterns, other uses of the building like admin. and doctors offices. Discussions also included 
sidewalks, landscaping, basement parking and the existing driveway on Tudor. Questions 
were raised about the safety of the exit onto Tudor at such a busy intersection. A map was 
distributed.

Holly Sploth Torres and Justin Keene spoke about two MUNI projects:
         a.  42  nd   Ave  : CRW Engineering will be upgrading 42nd Ave to MOA standards. They      

will be replacing a water main and want comments at a meeting on 10/17 at the 
University Baptist Church on Wright St. from 4:30-6:30PM. Construction will be 
phased and take a number of years. It will cost close to $10 million. The utility takes on 
the cost and we will see an increase of  a couple of dollars a month in our bills. Barbara 
Garner talked about breaks that happened near her house already and comments were 
made that break response will go forward until the project goes through. Holly S. 
commented that there are projects like this all over town. A question was asked about 
the extent of the water main replacement. They said that there was no need to go past 
Piper to Fiorina.

         b. Upgrade to Image/Reflection, east of Boniface and north of Tudor. Construction will 
start in Spring 2020 (if the bond passes) to replace storm drains, roadways, pedestrian 
walkways, lighting and gutters. Open House to be held on 10/10/19 at MOA Planning 
and Development Center on Elmore. www.ImageReflectionDrive.com for more info. A 
flyer was distributed.

     3. Taylor Keegan, MUNI Parks and Rec, spoke about University Lake Park and 
University Lake Drive Extension. The parking lot expansion is part of the 
implementation of the U-Lake Master Plan. There are now 20 spaces, which is below 
use/need for parking. 87 spaces are needed, however there will be 49 well-lit spaces 
with good circulation. Some funding will go towards wayfinding. There is a 2020 plan 
for U-Lake Drive road extension. For info, contact Nicole Rehm, Project Manager and 
Civil Engineer at PTS, Inc. Paul Stang expressed interested in continued 
communication on road progress.

OTHER BUSINESS:
UACC timing of notifications:
Paul Stang commented that a one-month notice for time sensitive mail from the MUNI is not 
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enough and that it is often too late to comment on issues or schedule them on the agenda. 
Al M. mentioned a 61-day notification as appropriate, but the FCC generated Resolution 
2019-01 requesting a 31 day notice. Paul will contact the MUNI about this.

Kevin and Helen Scollan spoke about a fence down near their home on Weslyean and 
Northern Lights Blvd. The MOA has repaired fencing to the east, but not adjacent to their 
property. They now have issues with trespassing and want the fence rebuilt. The Winterberry 
School has not remedied this. Ivy Sponholz spoke with them after adjournment to look at 
possible solutions. Al M. stated the property belongs to Criterion General solely; therefore, 
it's their responsibility.

ADJOURMENT: The Chairperson stated that the next meeting will be held on November 6,     
2019  .   A motion was made to adjourn and seconded. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Signed
Paul R Stang, UACC President

One Attachment: SOA Senator Gray-Jackson
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University Area Community Council – Senator Gray-Jackson’s Report
October 2, 2019
The Bill signing, recognizing Black History Month, was held Thursday, September 19th, 
at the MLK, Jr. Memorial on the Park Strip.  This was my first Bill approved and was 
supported by a vote of 55-1.  My second Bill, recognizing Alaska Native Heritage Month
did not move in the Senate, but moved in the House and was approved by both bodies.  
The signing will be held on October 5th at noon at Atwood Center at APU.

1. On  September  18th,  several  legislators  met  with  DoTPF
regarding the Midtown Congestion Relief Plan.

1. Underground model will be pursued
2. No construction for, at minimum, 3-4 years 
3. DOWL  is  continuing  to  meet  with  the  community  and

designated community council representatives and will meet with legislators
quarterly to provide updates on the project. 

2. At  the  request  of  a  constituent,  Representative  Josephson
and  I  sent  a  letter  to  DHSS asking  several  questions  concerning  the  end of  the
Medicaid Adult Dental Assistance Program.  We look forward to a response soon.
1. I serve on the DHSS budget subcommittee, and I hope this
program is restored during next year’s budget process, if not before through a veto
override.
2. Governor Dunleavy announced Friday, September 27th,  his
appointment of Representative Josh Revak to fill the vacancy in Senate District M
left by the death of Senator Chris Birch. The appointment is subject to confirmation
by a majority of the Senator Republicans.  In this case, that means at least seven
Republicans in the Senate must agree to the Governor’s choice. If not, the Governor
has 10 days to appoint another candidate for Senate Republicans to consider.
3. The  Governor  confirmed  that  there  won’t  be  a  special
session on supplemental  PFD until  the current Anchorage Senate seat vacancy is
confirmed.
4. This  year’s  Alaska  Permanent  Fund dividend: $1,606 and
Direct deposits are scheduled for October 3rd.

New Private- public partnership efforts on Homelessness
3. Providence Health and Services  Alaska  -  $15 million over
five years
4. Rasmuson Foundation -  $10 million over three years
5. Weidner Apartment Homes -  $10 million over five years
6. Premera Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alaska -  $5 million over
three years
7. Organizations will announce specific projects over the next
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few months
8. UA System-

1. Board of Regents to make decisions on single accreditation
or consortium model in the next few months. Stay tuned.

9. Operating budget basics
1. Over $500 million in reductions
2. Smallest operating budget since 2004

I hope you are enjoying my monthly E-newsletter.  If you’re not receiving them, please
send your email address to my staff at Keith.Bauguess@akleg.gov.
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