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BIRCHWOOD COMMUNITY COUN CIL MINUTES
Wednesdny, September 10, 2003

The meeting was called to order by Bobbl Wells at 7:05 p.ms.. Minutes
of the April meeting were read and approved. Confirmation of re-
election, by emergency question, over the summer break, of our Road
Board Representative, Gail Dial was conveyed to the council.

Guest Spoakery:

Lt, Joln Norsworthy of APD spoke with us about having a
department Sargent assigned to attend our councl meetings on a
regular basis. The high school tra®fic problems were briefly discussed
and Lt. Noraworthy provided an update about the Community Service
Officer who Is currently at the high school, She is officer Wendy
Shackleford and she addresses problens ranging from speeding to
truancy to eriminal mischief and much more. Many members of the
council expeeased appreciation to Lt. Norsworthy concerning the
hﬂslhn“.‘:u attentien that has been given this area now that school is back
Johin Steiner of the ASD brought us up to date on some budget Issues
for this year and next, accountability standards such as the exit exam
diploma andCertificate of Completion and ramifications of the
Foderal No Child Left Behind Program. John stated that the No Child
Left Behind program has so many possible variables and issues
invoived with it that the effect on the schools and the budget will have
to be seruttinized Intensely, Conunents that councll members would
like to make on the No Child Left Behind Program can be sent to Rep.
Carl Gatto, Chalrman of the State Education Comnslttee, at ¢-mall
poaresi-Ropressntative T to@legis.state.ak.us or his WICllla
offtioe-(907) 376-3728 or you may con Roger Sampson,
Commissioner of Education and Early Development at (907) 465-280%,

emallrogersampson@eed.state.ak.us.

.

A. Zoning Board of examiners and Appeais - Penningtons on
Ploneer Drive are requesting a variance to allow a 25 x 36 #t.
barn to encroach Into the 50 foot rear yard setback in R-6 zonlng
district in which they live. Motion made and seconded (Ann
Newbury/254 Mitch Axtell) to support variance and passed
unanimously.

B. Dept. of Planning ~ Jim Sullivan/Ripley Subd. & Wooded Hollow
Sub. After review, this council has no comment regarding this
preliminary plat subdivision, Instead deferring to whatever
decision the Chuglak Commmunity Council may make. They are
the counell of record where this Lund 1z actually located and
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would therefore be In a better position to make an lnformed
declsion.

€. Dept. of Planning (short plat) = Linda Frank dba Horizons, Ine.
wants to subdivide 2.48 acres into twe lots for single Samlly
dwelling units, located at the southeast cornesr of Hillcrest Dy,
and Shims street In Birchwood. Neting that construction Is
already In progress the Counecll 1s requesting that attention be
given to assure that the development s properly permitted, that
placement of structures conform to the stated soning of the lots
and all Title 21 requirements applicable to this subdivision and
lts development be strictly adhered to. Also proper right-of-
ways should be reserved now for the proposed widening of
Hillerest and Shims and that any permits lesued be placed at the
tite for the benefit of the public.

D. Dept. of Planning = The Grohs on Birchwood Loop/Julie Subd.,
are requesting to subdivide two 2.5 acre lots into one § sove lot.
Motion mads and approved that we concur with the subdivision
ol these two lots Inte one lot.

E. Planning and Zoning Board - Alaska Communications System
Wireless = Conditional Use for three cellular communication
towers and communication tower site plan review. Three
separate locations: Terrace Lane adjacent to the utility
transmission lines, North Birchwood at approximately the
corner of North Blirchweod and New Glenn and in Eagle River in
the vicinity of Artiliery and Mausel Road by South Eagle River
Exie, lot 29. The council questioned the positioning of two of
these towers due to safety Issues and the necessity of so many
towes's in » § mile radius. These and other lssues need to be
addressed to prevent our area from becoming an antenna farm,

Fire Chief Gary Davis, from Chugiak Volunteer Fire Department,
updated us to the fact that the fire department has beon ordered to
start charging, as of September 29, for ambulance transport to
Anchorage. (Basic Lite Support Transport will be a minlmum of
$400.00 plus $12,00 a mile and Advanced Lifs Support Transport will
be a minimum of $550.00 plus $12.00 a mile). A transport Erom the
Senlor Center is roughly $860.00. The Municipality estimates these
transport charges will ralse about £2$5.000.00 annually. Questions
were raised as to the agreoment that was made when Anchorage
evolved from a Borough te a Municipality (Unification) concerning the
retontion of our volunteer fire departments. It's widely known and
acknowiedged that our voluntesrs do as geod » job IE not better and do
tt cheaper. Gary clarified somie Incorrect information on all areawide
services wihich are at a mil rate of 1.5 mils. (Inciuded in these services
are EMS, Library, Museum, OMB for Budget, Mayors office ete.). Out of
the 1.8 mil rate, approx 0.74 mils Is our tax contribution Sor EMS, We
operate our three ambulances for 1ess than $67,000,00 a year compared
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to $800,000.00 a year for one AFD ambulance and arew. Anchorage is
not subsidizing us in anyway on this lssue, The Mayor needs to hear
Bromn the residents of Chuglak/Birchwood/Ekiutna area that we do
not want a change in our fire and ambulance service. Phone calls, e
malls/pesial mall and faxes need to be sent 20 our local government
knows how we feel about this issue, hand ofitt CYFD just took
delivery of 2 New, §300,000.00 Heavy Rescue Rig that was purchased
out of thelr fund balance, bought and paid for in full, Another engine
mkhmoﬂerwﬂ:hwmumdhrbyamuymt. All this
department wants to do Is to keep doing its job at the high level it
nlwaynhuandtlﬂs&uuﬂlhmlymudolthem.

Motion made and approved (Ann Newbury/2™ Bonnie Nelson) to
resend the letter requenting a Life Pack 12 for our ambulances and
Girdwood’s ambulances.

Bob $tehn, Kagle River Nordiec §ki Club, is asking the Couneil for a
letter of support to include In thelr grant application For monies
(§21,000.00) to enable them to add more Hghts to the ski trails in
Beach Lake Reglonal Park. Motion made and approved (Ann
Newbury/z~ Jill Croeby) to sapport this hardworking clubs effort to
improve our area. The new lights will connect the new Beach Lake
Trall Center buliding to the existing lighted trails,

Notification that next month (October) Is our annusi mesting and the
ummmmmmﬂmcwmm,m,mm
and Recreation Representative & Alternate and Federation of
Community Councils Rapresentative,

We will be joining the Chugiak Community Council on October 16t for
an Open Forum Meeting regarding the situation invelving the Chuglak
Volunteer Fire Department, Anchorage Fire Department and the
Municipality. Should be a 1ot of Information available so plan on

attending.
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Minutes recorded and transcribed by Nanette Belik/8ecretary
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